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Heritage Pubs in the UK: Preserving the Past for Future Generations

Updated: 8th Feb 2023

The United Kingdom is home to some of the oldest and most historic pubs in the world. From simple, unaltered village pubs to magnificent late-Victorian extravaganzas, these heritage pubs offer a glimpse into the country's rich cultural and architectural history. In this article, we will explore the different types of heritage pubs found in the UK and why they are worth visiting.


Village Pubs


Village pubs are the simplest and most unaltered type of heritage pub. They are often located in rural areas and have remained unchanged for centuries, preserving the traditional atmosphere and character of the local community. These pubs serve as a meeting place for local residents and are often considered the heart of the village. They offer a warm and welcoming atmosphere, simple pub food, and a variety of traditional beers and ales.


Late-Victorian Extravaganzas


Late-Victorian extravaganzas are grand and ornate pubs built during the Victorian era. They are known for their elaborate architecture, opulent interiors, and impressive stained glass windows. Many of these pubs were built as social clubs and were designed to impress and entertain their patrons. Today, they continue to offer a unique and grandiose experience, serving as a testament to the wealth and prosperity of the Victorian era.


Preserving History


Heritage pubs play a significant role in preserving the history and cultural heritage of the UK. These buildings are often listed as historic landmarks, and many have been restored and renovated to preserve their original character and charm. In doing so, they offer visitors a glimpse into the past and provide a unique experience that is both educational and enjoyable.


Visiting Heritage Pubs


Visiting heritage pubs is a great way to experience the history and culture of the UK. Whether you're a history buff or simply looking for a unique dining experience, these pubs offer something for everyone. With a range of offerings from simple pub fare to elaborate dining experiences, you're sure to find something that appeals to your taste buds.


Top 10 Oldest Pubs in Britain



	The Old Ferry Boat Inn in St Ives Parish, Cambridgeshire, is considered by many to be England's oldest inn with a history of serving alcohol dating back to 560 AD according to legend. The inn is listed in the Domesday Book and is rumored to be haunted.



	The Porch House in Stow-on-the-Wold Parish in the Cotswolds is another contender for England's oldest inn, with a documented history dating back to 947 AD. The 16th-century stone fireplace in the dining room is inscribed with symbols known as "witch marks."



	The George Hotel of Stamford Parish in Lincolnshire has a history of over 1,000 years, with its origins dating back to a medieval inn. It has impressive architecture, including original gateways, ancient passageways, and the remains of an old chapel. In the past, it was a key stop on the coaching route from London to York. Today, the hotel has been modernized while preserving its historic features.



	The Shaven Crown Hotel in Shipton Under Wychwood Parish in the Cotswolds is a 14th-century inn that was originally established by monks from Bruern Abbey to provide food and shelter to pilgrims. After the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the building was seized by the Crown and used as a hunting lodge by Queen Elizabeth I. The inn features stunning medieval architecture.



	The George Inn in Norton St Philip Parish, Somerset, has a license to serve ale dating back to 1397 and is considered Britain's oldest tavern. The inn has a rich history, including being visited by Samuel Pepys and being used as headquarters by the Duke of Monmouth's army during the Rebellion. The Bloody Assizes were also held there, resulting in 12 executions.



	The Old Bell Hotel in Malmesbury Parish, Wiltshire, is considered England's oldest purpose-built hotel, dating back to 1220. It was originally used as a guest house for visiting monks and is rumored to be haunted.



	The Mermaid Inn in Rye Parish, East Sussex, dates back to 1156 and has cellars from Norman times and secret passageways in some of its rooms. It was a favorite haunt of the notorious Hawkhurst Gang of smugglers in the 1730s.



	The Highway Inn in Burford Parish, The Cotswolds, has parts dating back to the 1400s and is full of atmosphere with its creaky floors, stone walls, and ancient beams. In the winter, guests can relax by one of the original fireplaces and in the summer, enjoy the quiet charm of the medieval courtyard garden.



	The Crown Inn in Chiddingfold Parish, Surrey, has been welcoming guests since 1383, including royalty. It was originally built as a resting place on the pilgrimage trail from Winchester to Canterbury and is a 600-year-old medieval building with elegant stained-glass windows and cozy fireplaces.



	The Fleece Inn in Bretforton Parish, Worcestershire, is owned by the National Trust and was built in 1425, remaining in the same family ownership until 1977 when it was bequeathed to the National Trust. After a fire in 2004, the inn was restored and retains its original atmosphere and architecture. Guests can stay in the Master's Bedchamber or opt for glamping in the orchard.
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